
Shakefp. King Lear. 
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3. To throw to the bottom. A term of chymiftry oppofed to 
fublime. 

Gold endures a vehement fire long without any change, 
and after it has been divided by corrolive liquors into invifible 
parts, yet may prefently Be precipitated^ fo as to appear again 
• in its own form. Crew's Cofmol. 

To Preci'pitate. v. n. 

1. To fall headlong. 

Had ft thou been aught but gofs’mer feathers, 

So many fathom down precipitating, 

Thoud’ft fhiver like an egg. 

2. To fall to the bottom as a lediment. 

By ftrong water every metal will precipitate. Bacon. 

3. To haften without juft preparation. 

Neither did the rebels fpoil the country, neither on the 
other fide did their forces encrealc, which might haften him 
to precipitate and affail them. Bj.su. 

Preci'pitate. adj. [from the verb.] 

1. Steeply falling. 

Barcephas faith, it was neccflary this paradife fhould be fet 
at fuch a height, bccaufe the four rivers, had they not fallen 
fo precipitate, could not have had fuflicient force to thruft 
themfelves under the great ocean. Raleigh. 

When the full ftores their antient bounds dil'dain. 
Precipitate the furious torrent flows; 

In vain would lpeed avoid, or ftrength oppofe. Prior. 

2. Headlong ; hafty ; rafhly hafty. 

The archbilhop, too precipitate in preffing the reception of 
that which he thought a reformation, paid dearly for it. 

Clarendon. 

3. Hafty; violent. 

Mr. Gay died of a mortification of the bowels ; it was the 
moft precipitate cafe I ever knew, having cut him off in three 
days. Pope to Swift. 

Preci pitate, n.f. A corrofive medicine made by precipi¬ 
tating mercury. 

As the efcar feparated, I rubb’d the fuper-excrefcence of 
flefh with the vitriol-ftone, or fprinkled it with precipitate. 

Wfcman's Surgery. 

Precipitately. adv. [from precipitate.] 

1. Headlong ; fteeply down. 

2. Haftily; in blind hurry. 

It may happen to thofe who vent praife or cenfure too pre¬ 
cipitately, as it did to an Englilli poet, who celebrated a noble¬ 
man for erefting Dryden’s monument, upon a promife which 
he forgot, till it was done by another. Swift. 

Not fo bold Arnall ; with a weight of fcull 
Furious he finks, precipitately dull. Pope's Dunciad. 

Precipita'tion. n.f. [ precipitation , Fr. from precipitate .] 
j. The act of throwing headlong. 

Let them pile ten hills on the Tarpeian rock. 

That th e precipitation might down-ftretch 
Below the beam of fight, yet will I ftill 
Be this to them. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

2. Violent motion downward. 

That could never happen from any other caufe than the 
hurry, precipitation and rapid motion oi’ the water, returning 
at the end of the deluge, towards the fea. Woodward. 

3. Tumultuous hurry ; blind hafte. 

Here is none of the hurry and precipitation , none of the 
bluftering and violence, which mult have attended thofe fup- 
pofititious changes. Woodward's Nat. Hijl. 

4. In chemiftry, Subfidcncy : contrary to fublimation. 

Separation is wrought by precipitation or fublimation ; that 
is, a calling of the parts up or down, which is a kind of at¬ 
traction. Bacon. 

The precipitation of the vegetative matter, after the deluge, 
and the burying it in the ftrata underneath amongft the fand, 
was to retrench the luxury of the productions of the earth, 
which had been fo ungratefully abufed by its former inha¬ 
bitants. Woodward"s Nat. Hijl. 

Preci'pitous. adj. [praccipitcs, Lat.] 
j. Headlong ; fteep. 

Monarchy, together with me, could not but be dafhed in 
pieces by fuch a precipitous fall as they intended. K. Charles. 

2. Hafty ; fudden. 

Though the attempts of fome have been precipitous , and 
their enquiries fo audacious as to have loft themfelves in at¬ 
tempts above humanity, yet have the enquiries of moft de¬ 
fected by the way. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

How precious the time is, how precipitous the occafion, 
how many things to be done in their juft feafon, after once a 
ground is in order. Evelyn's Kalenclar. 

3. Rafh ; heady. 

Thus fram’d for ill, he loos’d our triple hold. 

Advice unfafe, precipitous and bold. Dryden. 

PRE'CISE. adj. [precis , Fr. prescifus, Lat.] 

1. Exact; ftrvct ; nice > having ftriCt and determinate limita¬ 
tions. 

Means more durable to preferve the laws of God from ob¬ 
livion and corruption grew in ufc, not without precift direc¬ 
tion from God himfelf. Hooker, b. i. 
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You’ll not bear a letter for me ; you ftand upon your W 
nour; why, thou unconhnable bafenefs, it is as much -s i 
d <3 to keep the term of mine honour precife. $/ Ca " 

The ft ate hath given you licence to ftay on land fix S' 
and let it not trouble you if your occafions afk farther rim 
for the law in this point is not firecife. 

Let us defeend from this top 
Of fpecularion; for the hour preci/e 
Exacts our parting. Milton's Par. Loft, , 

I11 human aCtions there are no degrees and precift 1 
limits deferibed, but a latitude is indulged. " < 

'Elie reafonings mult be prtcife, though the praaic 
admit of great latitude. Arbuthnot on ft! 

The precift difference between a compound and col 
idea is this, that a compound idea unites things of a di 
kind, but a collective, things of the fame kind. 

2. Formal; finical; folemnly and fuperftirioufly exaift. 

The raillery of the wits in king Charles the Second’s 
upon ever)' thing which they called precift, was carried 
great an extravagance, that it almoit put all Chnftiani 
of countenance. j 

Precisely, adv. [from precift.'] 

1. ExaCtly ; nicely; accurately. 

Doth it follow, that all things in the church, fro: 
greareft to the lcaft, are unholy, which the Lord ha! 
himfclf prccifely inftituted ? Hooker 

When the Lord had once precifely fet down a formo 
curing that wherein we are to ferve him, the fault app 
greater to do that which we are not, than not to do that 
we arc commanded. 

He knows. 

He cannot fo precifely weed this land. 

As his mifdoubts prefent occafion. 

His foes are fo enrooted with his friends. 

Where more of thefe orders than one fhall be 
ftories, there mull be an exquiiite care lo place 
precifely one over another. Wottoh's 

In his traCt my wary feet have ftept. 

His undeclined ways precijely kept. 

The rule, to find the agp of the moon, cam 
rifely an exaft account of the moon, becaufe of 
of the motions of the fun and of the moon. 

Mealuring the diameter of the fifth dark ci 
it the fifth part of an inch precifely. Net 

2 . With fuperftitious formality; with too much 

* with troublefomc ceremony. 

Preci'seness. n.f. [fromprecift.] Exadnefs; 1 
I will diftinguifh the cafes ; though give me 
handling of them, not to fever them with too 
nefs. 

When you have fixed proper hours for parti' 
keep to them, not with a fuperftitious preeijen 
fome good degrees of a regular conftancy. 

Preci'sian. n.f. [from precife. ] 

1. One who limits or reftrains. 

Though love ufe reafon for his preciftan, he ad 
for his counfellor. Shakejp. Merry IVive. 

2. One who is fuperftttioafly rigorous. 

A profane perfon calls a man of piety a preeiji 

Precision, n.f. [precifton, Fr.] ExaCt limitatio 
He that thinks of being in general, thinks 1 
particular fpecies of being; unlcfs he can thii 
and without precifton at the fame rime. 

I have left out the utmoft preci/ions of fradli 
computations as not neceffary ; thelc whole aum 
well enough the difference of the value of guinea 
I was unable to treat this part more in detail, v 
ficing perfpicuity to ornament, without wandcrij 
precifton or breaking the chain of reafening. 

Preci'sive. adj. [from preeijus, Lat.] Exactly 
cutting off all that is not absolutely relative to 
purpole. 

Preciftve abflradlion is when we canfider thofe 
which cannot really exift apart; as when we co 
without confidering its fubftance or fubjedt. 

To Preclu'de. v. a. [prezcludo, Lat.J Tofhutc 
by fome anticipation. 

This much will obviate and preclude the ohjeif 
adverfaries, that we do not determine the final« 
fyftematical parts of the world, merely as they 
to the exigences or conveniences of life. 

If you once allow them fuch an acceptation of 
have precluded yourfelf from any more reafoi 
them. Bent* 

1 fear there will be no way left to tell you, th; 
efteem you ; none but that which no bills ca nf 
rio king can prevent. 

PRECO'CIOUS. adj. [pracocis, Lat. precofe, Fr.] 
the rime. 

Many precocious trees, and fuch as have their f 
winter, may be found in moft parts. 
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f*RECo'ciTY. n.f. [from precocious.] Ripenefs before the lime. 
Some impute the caufe of his fall to a precocity of fpirit and 
valour in him; and that therefore fome infcdlious fouthern air 
did blaft him. HoweFs Vocal Forejl. 

To Preco gitate. v.a. [pracogito, Lat.J To confider or 
fcheme beforehand. 

Precogm'tion. n.f [pro: and cognitio, Lat.] Previous know¬ 
ledge ; antecedent examination. 

Preconcei't. n.f. [pres and conceit.] An opinion previoufly 
formed. 

A thing in reafon impoflible, which notwithftanding through 
their raisfafhioned preconceit , appeared unto them no lefs cer¬ 
tain than if nature had written it in the very foreheads of 
all the creatures. Hooker. 

To Preconcei'vb. v. a. [pres and conceive.] To form an 
opinion beforehand ; to imagine beforehand. 

In a dead plain the way lecmeth the longer, becaufe the 
eye hath preconceived it Ihorter than the truth ; and the frus¬ 
trations of that maketh it feemfo. Bacon. 

Fondnefs of preconceived opinions is not like to render your 
reports fufpeift, nor for want of fagacity or care, defc&ive. 

Glanvill’s Scepf. 

The reafon why men are fo weak in governing is, becaufe 
moft things fall out accidentally, and pome not into any com¬ 
pliance with their preconceived ends, but they are forced to 
comply fubfequently. South's Sermons. 

Preconception, n.f. [pres and conception.] Opinion pre¬ 
vioufly formed. 

Cuftomwith moft men prevails more than truth, according 
to the notions and preconceptions, which it hath formed in 
Our minds, we fhape the difeourfe of reafon itfelf. Hakcwill. 
Precontract, n. f. [pres and contrail. This was formerly 
accented on the iaft (yllable.J A contract previous to another. 
He is your hufband on a precontract ; 

To bring you thus together, ’tis no fin. Shakefp. 

To Precontract, v.a. [pres and contract .] To contract or 
bargain beforehand. 

Some are fuch as a man cannot make his wife, though he 
himfelf be unmarried, becaufe they are already precontraEled 
to fome other; or elfe are in too near a degree of affinity or 
confanguinity. Ayliffe. 

Precu'rse. n.f. [from pracurro, Lat.] Forerunning. 

The like precurfe of fierce events. 

As harbingers preceding ftill the fates. 

And prologue to the omen coming on. 

Have heaven and earth together demonftrated. Shakefpeare. 
Precursor, n.f. [prescurjor, Lat. preenrfeur, Fr.J Fore¬ 
runner ; harbinger. 

Jove’s lightnings, th eprecurfers 
Of dreadful thunder claps, more momentary 
Were not. Shakefp. Tempef. 

This contagion might have been prefaged upon confidera- 
tion of its precurfors, viz. a rude winter, and a clofe, ful- 
phurous and fiery aii. Harvey on the Plague. 

Thomas Burnet played the precurfer to the coining of Ho¬ 
mer in his Homeriiies. Pope. 

Preda'ceous. adj. [from presda, Lat.J Living by prey. 

As thofe are endowed with poifon, becaufe they arc preda¬ 
ceous ; fo thefe need it not, becaufe their food is near at hand, 
and may be obtained without conteft. Derham. 

Predal. adj. [from presda, Lat.J Robbing; pra&ifin" 
plunder. This word is not countenanced from analogy. 
Sarmatia, laid by predal rapine low. 

Mourn’d the hard yoke, and fought relief in vain. Sa.Boyfe. 
Pre datory. adj. [pradatorius , Lat. from presda, Lat.] 

1. Plundering; pra&ifmg rapine. 

The king called his parliament, where he exaggerated the 
malice and the cruel predatory war made by Scotland. Bacon. 

2. Hungry ; preying; rapacious; ravenous. 

The evils that come of exercife are, that it maketh the 
fpirits more hot and predatory. Bacon. 

Predgcea'sed. adj. [pres and deceaf-d.} Dead before. 

Will you mock at an ancient tradition, began upon an ho¬ 
nourable refpedt, and worn as a memorable trophv of prede- 
ceafed valour. Shakejp. Henry V. 

Predece ssor, n. f. [predecefflur, Fr. pres and deceits, Lat.J 
l. One that was in any Hate or place before another. 

In thefe paftoral paftimes, a great many days were fpent 
to follow their flying predecejfors. Sidney. 

There is caufe, why we fhould be flow and unwilling to 
change, without very urgent neceflity, the ancient ordinances, 
rites and long approved cuftoms of our venerable predecejfors. 

.. . . . , , Hooker. 

It I teem partial to my precic.vjor in the laurel, the friends 
of antiquity are not few. Drydcn 

The prelcnt pope, who is well acquainted with the fecret 
hiftory, and the weaknefs of his predeceffor, feems rcfolved to 


bring the project to its perfection. 

The more beauteous Cloe fat to thee, 
Good Howard, emulous of Apelles’ art; 

But happy thou from Cupid’s arrow free. 
And flames that pierc’d, th) predecejfors heart. 
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2. Anceftors. 

Predestina'rian. n. f [from predejiinate .] One thit hold? 
the dodtrine of predeftination. 

Why does the predejiinarian fo adventuroufly climb into 
heaven, to ranfack the celfeftial archives, read God’S hidden 
decrees, when with lefs labour he may fecyre an authentick 
tranfeript within himfelf. Decay of Piety. 

ToPREDE'STINATE. v. a. [ predejliner, Fr. pres and dejlino, 
Lat.] To appoint beforehand by irrcverfible decree. 

Some gentleman or other fhall fcape a predejiinate fcratcht 
face. Shakefpeare. 

Whom he did foreknow, he alfo did predejiinate to be con¬ 
formed to the image of his fon. Romans viii. 29. 

Having predejlinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jefus Chrift to himfelf. ’ Eph. i. 5. 

To Prede'stinate. v. n. To hold predeftination. In ludi¬ 
crous language. 

His ruff creft he rears. 

And pricks up his predeflinating ears. Drydcn. 

Predestina'tion. n.f. [predeftination, Fr. from predejiinate] 
Fatal decree; pre-ordination. 

Predejlination we can difference no otherwife from provi¬ 
dence and prefcience, than this, that prefcience only fore- 
feeth, providence forefeeth and careth for, and hath refpeift 
to all creatures, and predejlination is only of men ; and yet 
not of all to men belonging, but of their falvation properly 
in the common ufe of divines; or perdition, as fome have 
ufed it. Raleigh's Hijl. of the World. 

Nor can they juftly accufc 
Their maker, or their making, or their fate ; 

As if predejlination over-rul’d 
Their will, difpos’d by abfolute decree. 

Or high fore-knowledge. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. iii. 

Predestina'tor. n.f [from predejiinate.] One that holds 
predeftination or the prevalence of pre-eftablifhed neceflity. 

Me, mine example let the Stoicks ufe. 

Their fad and cruel dodlrine to maintain; 

Let all predejiinators me produce. 

Who ftruggle with eternal fate in vain. Cowley. 

To Prede'stine. v.a. [pres and define.] To decree before¬ 
hand. 

Ye careful angels, whom eternal fate 
Ordains on earth and human adls to wait, 

Who turn with fecret pow’r this reftlefs ball. 

And bid predefin'd empires rife and fall. Prior. 

Prfdetermina'tion. >1. f. [predetermination, Fr. pres and 
determination.] Determination made beforehand. 

This predetermination of God’s own will is fo far from being 
the determining of ours, that it is diftinctly the contrary; for 
fuppofing God to predetermine that I fhall aft freely ; ’tis 
certain from thence, that my will is free in refpeft of God, 
and not predetermined. Hammond"s Fundamentals. 

To Predetermine, v. a. [pres and determine.] To doom or 
confine by previous decree. 

We fee in brutes certain fenfible inftimfts antecedent to their 
imaginative faculty, whereby they are predetermined to the 
convenience of the fenfible life. Hale. 

Pre dial, [presdium, Lat.] Confifting of farms. 

By the civil law, their predial eftates are liable to fifeal 
payments and taxes, as not being appropriated for the fervice 
of divine worfhip, but for profane ufes. Ayliffe. 

Pre dicable, adj. [predicable,Yx. presdicabilis, Lat.] Such as 
may be affirmed of fomething. 

Pkedi cable, n.f [pretdicabile, Lat.] A logical term, de- 
tlfin" 5 ° nC ° { thC llVC th ‘ ngS which can be affirmed of any 

I hefe they call the five predicables ; becaufe every thing 
that is affirmed concerning any being, muftbe the genus, fpe- 

PRT'nTrA^ C NTV fo,n( V P r roperC > r or accident - Watts. 

PRE DICAMENT. n.f. [predicament, Fr. presdicamentum, Lat.] 

1. A clafs or arrangement of beings or fubftances ranked ac¬ 
cording to their natures : called alfo categorema or care- 

jr’ > . Harris. 

if there were nothing but bodies to be ranked by them in 
the predicament of place, then that defeription would be al- 
lowed by them as fuflicient. Dtgby on Eod;es _ 

2. Clafsor kind deferibed by any definitive marks. 

The offender’s life lies in the mercy 
Of the duke only, ’gainft all other voice ; 

In which predicament I fay thou ftand’ft. Shake ft, 

xx/u fhCW thc iine and the predicament, ’ ^ 

Wherein you range under this fubtle king. Shakefb 

dicl“r” TAL ' ° di - t from predmmmf 1UW* 

PR thh£ CANT ' n '^' b radicans > Lat -J One that affirms any 

- . 


MCJin. C#rW, “- Llt J To a$rro any 

only verbal; v. g. to fay that gold is a metal. Locke. 


Prior. 


To Pre dicate. 
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